Legs 8 & 9 Langley, BC – Penticton, BC – Nanton, AB


Here's a quick summary of our trip to Nanton, AB - the Waco Cabin accompanied by me in our Harvard as 'tech support'.

Wed. May 27 flew from Langley to Penticton - accompanied by the Museum SE5 and Tiger Moth as far as Mission. I continued on to Kelowna to stay with my son for the night.

Thurs. May 28. Both aircraft flew independently to Nelson, meeting there for an outdoor lunch under the umbrellas in downtown Nelson. Then a short flight down the Kootenay Lake to Creston for an overnight stop. We toured the hangar of Bill Piper who has restored a 1929 Monocoach - the only flight worthy example in the world. He is a great source of information in the 'old time' flying machines.

Next morning (Fri. 29th) on to Sparwood to have a picnic lunch. I made a stop in Cranbrook to pick up one of my sons who was able to continue to AB with me. While there I made some other contacts - including one guy who is making 1920-era Avro 504 biplanes. Lunch at Sparwood was on the banks of a rushing river with the huge coal mines visible near by. Then on past the Frank slide and out to the wide open prairies near Pincher Creek. My son was able to get some great air shots of the Waco out of the open canopy.

We formed up for a formation flyby of the Lancaster Museum at Nanton, then on the short distance to the AJ Flying Ranch at Cayley for the night.

Sat. 30th saw us at the Nanton Lancaster Society for a tour and to see and hear the two serviceable Merlin engines of the Lancaster fire up - great sound effects.

One of their Directors, Karl Karsgard, gave a briefing on their next scheme - to raise a Canadian-operated Halifax from 6,000 feet in the ocean off Ireland! Nothing like dreaming big!! It will be brought to Nanton to keep the Lancaster company.

Later in the day we saddled up and flew back over Nanton in formation before the 1.5 hour trip north to Wetaskiwin where we parked beside the Reynolds-Alberta Museum for the night.

The Waco crew attended the Aviation Hall of Fame induction dinner - Conair president, Barry Marsden was being inducted, with others.

Sunday, 31st saw us at the Museum and cruising the displays - very nicely presented in a 21,000 sq. ft. building, with the DC-3 towering over the other aircraft. Then we talked the Manager into taking us to the storage and restoration building. What a treat - filled with old cars, fire trucks, farm equipment and of course lots of aircraft. We drooled over their collection of restored aircraft and more so over what was still to go. Even a great collection of engines to get my curiosity going - ever heard of a 6-cylinder radial?

I left Sunday afternoon for a bumpy trip across the prairies and followed the Trans Canada through the Rockies to Banff and Lake Louise for an overnight in Golden. Hot weather caused the bumps and also several forest fires in the distance. Monday morning saw me on the return with a spectacular, smooth ride above the Rogers Pass, for a 2-hour flight nonstop to Langley. The Waco took a more leisurely return, arriving back on Tuesday via Creston and Oliver.

It was a wonderful experience - great weather, no mechanical problems, great camaraderie with our Museum crew in the Waco, and all the other Museum people we came across.
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