Two historically important aircraft to visit the Alberta Aviation Museum 

during Aviation Heritage Week, July 28 – August 3

For more information, contact Alberta Aviation Museum, ph. 780-451-1175

 

Hawk One F-86 Sabre jet in Golden Hawks colours
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(Photo of Hawk One by Peter Handley, courtesy Vintage Wings of Canada. Photo of pilot Dan Dempsey by John Chalmers)

On Tuesday, July 14, a restored Canadian-built F-86 Sabre jet fighter landed at City Centre Airport for a preliminary stop and airport familiarization before returning for display on July 28 and 29. The aircraft, painted in the gold and scarlet color scheme of the famous Golden Hawks aerobatic team, will be based at the Alberta Aviation Museum on Kingsway at City Centre Airport in Edmonton prior to leaving on July 30 for the Cold Lake Air Show on August 1 and 2. At Cold Lake, the Hawk One Sabre will be flying with the Snowbirds Demonstration Team, 431 Squadron, based in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. 

Visitors to the Alberta Aviation Museum on July 29 and 29 will be able to see Hawk One on display and meet pilot Dan Dempsey

 

The Hawk One aircraft was restored in 2008 by Vintage Wings of Canada at their Gatineau, Quebec operation and painted in Golden Hawks colors at Canadian Forces Base in Cold Lake, Alberta. It is making dozens of appearances across Canada in 2009 as part of the country's Centennial of Flight celebrations. The Golden Hawks team of the Royal Canadian Air Force was formed in 1959 and used in celebrations of the 50th anniversary of powered flight in Canada, and flew until 1964. Hawk One pilot for this visit is Dan Dempsey, who served with Canadian forces for 23 years, retiring as a Lieutenant-Colonel. Following his military service, which including flying as a pilot with the Snowbirds, he spent 15 years as a captain flying airliners with Cathay Pacific Airways.

Hawk One appears in partnership with Department of National Defence and Vintage Wings of Canada and proudly supported by Discovery Air.
For more information see

http://www.vintagewings.ca/page?s=65 

http://www.hawkone.ca/media/downloads/H1_BG_eng.pdf 

Continued next page…

 

Canada's flying Lancaster bomber from the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum
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(Photo of Lancaster from Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum taken from internet. Source unknown.)

During the Second World War, over 7,300 four-engine Lancaster bombers were built in the U.K. and Canada, flown by men of the Royal Air Force and the Royal Canadian Air Force, and other Commonwealth air forces. The Lancaster was a mainstay of Bomber Command during the war. Four hundred of them were built in Canada.

Only 26 Lancasters remain worldwide. Only two Lancasters in the world are still capable of flying. One is flown from the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum at Mount Hope, Ontario, adjacent to the John C. Munro International Airport on the outskirts of Hamilton, Ontario. The other is with the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight collection of warbirds in England. 

 

In its first flight to western Canada since 1987 and its first visit to Edmonton City Centre Airport, the Canadian flying Lancaster is expected to arrive in Edmonton at City Airport on July 31 between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. This magnificent restored bomber, powered by four Merlin V-12 engines, will be based at the Alberta Aviation Museum from July 31 to August 2. The "Lanc" will be on display to the public, except when leaving to fly for appearances at the Cold Lake Air Show on August 1 and 2, then returning to Edmonton.

 

This Lancaster was built in Canada by Victory Aircraft in Malton, Ontario in July 1945. It served as an RCAF Maritime Patrol aircraft based at Greenwood, Nova Scotia and Torbay, Newfoundland for many years before it was retired in 1964. In 1979 it was taken to the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum where it was restored to flying condition with its first post-restoration flight in September 1988.

 

NOTE:  Visitors to the Alberta Aviation Museum while the Lancaster is in Edmonton will have a chance-of-a-lifetime opportunity to see inside the aircraft. Regular admission to the museum will include a ticket to enter the bomber at no extra charge. 

 

For more information see

http://www.warplane.com/ 

http://www.warplane.com/pages/aircraft_lancaster.html 

Continued next page…

"Spirit of Edmonton" biplane on display at Alberta Aviation Museum
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(The Kelly-D biplane from the Alberta Aviation Museum. Photo by John Chalmers.)

The Kelly-D “Spirit of Edmonton” biplane of the Alberta Aviation Museum has been used to re-enact historic flights in western Canada. It will be appearing at the Peace River Air Show on July 18, the Airdrie Air Show on July 22, and at the Cold Lake Air Show on August 1 and 2. When not away for those appearances, it will be on display at the Alberta Aviation Museum.

During Aviation Heritage Week, July 28 to August 3 at the Alberta Aviation Museum, 11410 Kingsway, adjacent to the City Centre Airport, visitors will have the opportunity to see the biplane up close, until it leaves for Cold Lake on July 31, returning August 3. Visitors will also be able to see the Hawk One F-86 Sabre jet and the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum Lancaster bomber during their stay in Edmonton as part of the celebrations for the Centennial of Flight in Canada.
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Also available for viewing are over 30 aircraft and many displays in the museum’s collection, including a two-engine B-25 Mitchell bomber in the museum’s workshop. After the Second World War, the City of Edmonton 418 Squadron flew Mitchells from the historic wartime 1941 hangar that is home to the Alberta Aviation Museum.
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(The B-25 Mitchell bomber at the Alberta Aviation Museum. Photo by John Chalmers.)

For more information, contact the Alberta Aviation Museum: 

General inquiries, ph. 780-451-1175.  Web site at:  http://www.albertaaviationmuseum.com
Visit the Museum at 11410 Kingsway, Edmonton AB.

Media inquiries, executive director Tom Hinderks, cell ph. 780-907-8455.

Information prepared by John Chalmers for the Alberta Aviation Museum
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